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IF YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN NURSE 

YOU ARE URGENTLY NEEDED IN THE 

OUTBACK 

ENQUIRE OF B.C.A. NOW No. 20 (New Series) JUNE, 1957 2/6 per annum, post free 

OUR FLYING MEDICAL SERVICES 

Each year the planes and doctors fly an average of 
36,000 miles. It costs £4,000 per year to keep the plane 
flying, and about £10,000 for maintenance of hospitals, 
nurses and radio base. 

Although most of these expenses are recovered in fees, 
B.C.A. urgently needs £3,000 extra income if this splendid 
service is to be maintained as a Christian witness. 

Will you give 

£1 to maintain the plane for 6 minutes 

10/- to maintain the plane for 3 minutes 

5/- to maintain the plane for lj minutes? 
Edgar Bragg & Sons Pty. Ltd., 4 Barker Street, Sydney. 

School Class at Ceduna 

The Official Organ of 
THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY 

Church House, George Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 
Registered at the G.P.O., Sydney, for transmission by post as a periodica! 
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The Organising Missioners Letter 
I must first extend to you all our thanks and appreciation of 

the very splendid effort you made in response to my appeal during 
Lent for a special gift for the work in the Diocese of the North-West . 

The response was undoubtedly the best B.C.A. friends have 
ever made to any of our many appeals over the years. Although, at 
the time I write, it is not possible to say what the exact sum is 
that has been given, it is now in the vicinity of £2,500. 

To those of us in the office it has been a humbling experience to 
realise that many who have sent a gift have done so in a very real 
spirit of sacrifice, for the individual amounts have been on a greater 
scale than ever before. This undoubted keen interest gives us all 
very great encouragement in carrying out this very big task. 

I am glad to be able to report to you that both the wives and 
families of Mr. Douglass and Mr. Rich are now with them in 
Western Australia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rich have been offered the use of the Country 
Women's Rest House at Mt. Magnet unti l their new home is built 
and they are now engaged in making it as comfortable as possible. 

A newly-bui l t home at Port Hedland has been offered to us 
for purchase at £3,000. The house is very well suited for use as a 
rectory, so we have contracted to buy it. Meanwhile, Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglass have moved in and are busily furnishing it. 

Arrangements are being made for the construction of a house 
at Mount Magnet at a cost of £4,289. This helps us to realise how 
very fortunate we are to have the offer of the new house at Port 
Hedland at the price. 

Both the clergy are now mobile, for vehicles have been p u r -
chased for their use, and these have cost us £2,400 to put on the 
road, but both men are now able to visit their people, teach the 
children in the various schools and take services regularly in each 
of the centres in their respective districts. 

The church, therefore, is beginning to get to grips with the 
problems in the North-West, and both the bishop and the people 
are feeling that the church, which has been dormant for so long, 
is now stirring into active life. 

We have much to do yet; much organisation to build up; much 
money yet to raise to pay for the basic necessities of these new 
ministries. 

Thus far we have proceeded in faith. Fai th in the good provi-
dence of Almighty God; faith in the compassion and generosity of 
our people. We must go on to see it brought to a successful 
conclusion. 

A NEW HOME 
For many years the headquarters of B.C.A. have operated from 

two small, poky rooms in Church House. 
How an organisition with the ramifications of B.C.A. has been 

able successfully to carry on in these conditions is one of those 
miracles of Christian work. That the girls in the office have been 
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able to do so much so well and for so long testifies to their keen 
interest in and devotion to the work of the society. 

Now we are to have a home of our own! The opportunity came 
recently, in the midst of all the North-West planning, to purchase 
a building in Bathurst Street. The Council of the B.C.A. decided 
that it was an opportunity too good to miss—so we have bought it. 

It is a triple-fronted, three-storied building between Pi t t and 
Castlereagh Streets, and almost opposite Bennett and Woods. At the 
moment we will have vacant possession of one-third of the building, 
which will give us better conditions than we now have and also 
enable the Mail-Bag Sunday School to be housed in the same 
building as the General Office. At a later date we hope to have 
more space. 

It will be a little t ime yet before we are able to make the 
change' over, for the building needs to be painted and certain im-
provements made. You will be informed when our new address 
comes into being. 

The new home is made possible because of the thought of Ina 
Mary Frances Were, of Melbourne, who left the residue of her 
estate to B.C.A. We are able to put in £15,000 towards the purchase 
price from this estate, and the rest of the money has to be 
borrowed from the Clergy Provident Fund, Sydney, to make up the 
price of £32,500. 

The Council has decided to place in a Reserve Fund 75 per 
cent, of all future unallocated legacies in order to meet the commit-
ments of the loan, but we shall be grateful for any gifts towards 
this object. 

CEDUNA 
We have also been building at Ceduna. The house rented to us 

by the South Australian Harbours Board for use by Mr. and Mrs. 
Job is now wanted by the Board. We have been able to build a 
new house, which is almost ready for the Job family to move into. 

It was also felt necessary to provide a more modern home for 
Mr. and Mrs. Chad wick, and arrangements were being made to 
build a second house for them, then a suitable house became avail-
able in the main street of t he township. This we have bought, 
instead of building. 

Our friends will realise that all these "extras" have placed a 
big strain on the society's resources, and on the administrative 
staff. Therefore we ask earnestly for your prayers day by day. 

"His servants shall serve 
Him and they shall see His face/' 

By R. CAMPBELL 
From time to time articles appear in "The Real Austral ian" 

which tell of the work among the children outback. Sometimes 
mention is made of the home base, but perhaps few folk know of 
the amount of detailed work involved, through the years, of bui ld-
ing up our Mail Bag Sunday School. 
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Many people have played their 
part, some giving years of devoted 
service in a voluntary way. Without 
their help this branch of our Society 
could not have developed and 
flourished to be the influence it now 
is in the lives of many of our isolated 
country and overseas children. 

Throughout the years one person 
was a guiding and inspiring influence, 
yet so retiring a person was Miss 
Doreen Foster that few, even among 
our workers, realised how much she 
was behind the whole of the work. 
Her passing away recently was indeed 
a loss. 

Our Mail Bay Sunday School is 
the oldest in Australia, for it began 
in an official way on Advent Sunday, 
1922. The then Organising Missioner, 
the Reverend S. J. Kirkby, soon saw 
that this work, although starting in a 
very small way with but a few fami-
lies, would expand and fill a very 
real need in lives of outback children; 
so he asked Miss Foster to give advice 
in lesson preparation and general 
organisation of this work. 

As the school expanded, other 
voluntary workers joined in and took 
responsibility for various parts of the 
work. Classes were formed and more 
grades of lessons were added to the 
syllabus, until it had grown to 11 
grades, with a total of over 600 les-
sons in the complete course. The 
majority of these lessons were wri t ten 
and illustrated by Miss Foster, who 
was not only a qualified teacher but 
had considerable artistic skill, which 
was used to illustrate our lessons so 
that they had appeal to our children 
and helped them to understand the 
background of the Bible. The sketch 
on this page is typical of the simple 
illustrations drawn by Miss Foster, 
which have added so much interest 
and atmosphere to our publications. 

City children, too, have benefited 
from the skill Miss Foster had for 
seeing the need to express the teach-
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ing of our Church in brief, simple language; for the present 
series of Confirmation Studies is largely the result of her efforts. 

Because Miss Foster understood the needs and capabilities of 
children she was able to invent gifts, simple to make but of 
materials easy for us to post to the scholars, so that many a child 
rejoiced at being able to make something attractive and useful to 
give away at Christmas time. 

Quarterly conferences both for Upper and Pr imary teachers 
have been held regularly since 1933, largely through the spiritual 
influence and guidance of Miss Foster, who also gave of her 
technical knowledge at such gatherings. 

We who know the value of her life and work realise that we, 
too, must in our t u rn continue to develop and expand the influence 
of the school to the glory of God and the benefit of the children in 
the outback. 

In addition to this valuable contribution made to the Bush 
Church Aid Society, the whole of the Christian Church in Aus -
tralia has cause to be grateful to this servant of God, whose en-
thusiasm and creative ability seemed to be limitless and were used 
by various branches of "Christ 's Church militant here in earth". 

CLEVE RECTORY. 

Foundation Stone set 29th 
March, 1957, by Arch-
d e a c o n A. E. Codd 
(Missioner — Rev. D. A. 

Richards-Pugh) . 

A Word from Quorn 
By Rev. H. G. Fuhrmeister 

It is just one year since we left Minnipa and moved to Quorn. 
We came here with much trepidation, for we felt it was a Very 
different proposition to Minnipa, and especially so as the work for 
many years had been conducted by the Bush Brotherhood and my 
successor had left some time before I took over. However, the 
warm reception given us and the co-operation of so many helped 
to make our settling in much easier than anticipated. Then, too, 
the Mothers ' Union supplied new linos for three rooms and fur-
nished the sitting room, so although there was much hard work to 
be done, in and around the house, we were very grateful for the 
many kindnesses. 

For some time it was uncertain as to the extent of my minis-

June , 1957. The Real Australian 

trations, but lately I have been able to work to a plan for services 
and Religious Instruction classes. 

Quorn itself has a lovely big church, hall and rectory, side by 
side. The attendances at the services have been disappointing at 
times, although this is part ly due to the exit of railway families 
from the town, now that the main north line bypasses Quorn, and 
the Commonwealth Railways have transferred their employees to 
Pt.. Augusta or nearby. Nevertheless, there is a Sunday School with 
Kindergarten, Junior and Bible Classes, and a monthly Fellow-
ship • Tea. Also a Badminton and Table Tennis club formed is 
helping us gradually to win the confidence of the teenagers. 

Outside of Quorn I travel S.W. for 25 miles to Wilmington, 
where there is a pret ty little church in the main street of a small 
country town. Jus t three miles further on is another similar 
church, but with no township around it—a relic of the old horse 
and buggy days! Yet because the parishioners of St. Faith's, Terka, 
did not want to see their church close up owing to the smallness 
of numbers and the introduction of the motor car, they have agreed 
with Wilmington to combine their services and have it once a 
month at Terka. This has proved a happy arrangement, and both 
churches as a result are well attended. They combine also for an 
Annual St rawberry Fete, and last November Mrs. Booth, wife of 
the B.C.A. Missioner at Orroroo, came across to perform the 
opening ceremony. 

Fortnightly I t ravel 40 miles to Hawker, over one of the rough-
est sections of the North Road, which has lots of creeks but hardly 
a home en route, though there are numbers of skeletons of houses, 
halls and hotels that tell the sad story of successive droughts 
which accompanied the experimental farming of the Willochra 
Plain. Fur thermore , Hawker, like Quorn, is being by-passed by 
the railways, and so even the railway cottages at the sidings are 
derelict. 

Nevertheless, there is still a small nucleus of Anglican folk in 
and around Hawker who warrant our ministering to them. When 
the service is in the afternoon my family usually accompanies me, 
and my wife plays the organ, so that we can sing the Canticles 
and Responses, which is a rare treat for them. 

In looking back over the year past we can hearti ly say, "The 
Lord hath done great things for us whereof we are glad." It has 
been a t ime of initial things, and as we commence now another 
year we pray it will be fruitful to the glory of God. 

"I have chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit and that your fruit should remain." (John 15 : 16). 

LISTEN TO THE BUSH PADRE-
2GB Every Friday at 11 a.m. 
2 N X - 2 N M Every Sunday at 4.30 p.m. 
2CH Alternate Sundays at 6 p.m. 
2KA 4.30 p.m. on 1st and 3rd Fridays 

of each month. 
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Dame Rumour was right after all. We have another Flying 
Grandfather! Kerry Joan arrived to Barbara, eldest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Chadwick, on May 9th. Our congratulations go to 
parents and grandparents. 

We welcome Miss Doris Clement^ to our staff at Wudinna. 
Miss Clements, an English nurse, arrived by the Arcadia on May 
7th, and is now settled in as one of the B.C.A. family. We trust 
that she will find a happy and useful sphere of service with us. 

* 
We are grateful to Mrs. Edwards, of Pennant Hills, for her 

14 years as President of the Pennant Hills Auxiliary. 
Mrs. Edwards is a foundation member of this Auxiliary, and 

over the years has done much to further the interest in the B.C.A. 
service in her district. Owing to ill-health, she has felt compelled 
to relinquish her office, bu t we hope that she will be able to 
at tend the meetings of the auxiliary as she feels able. 

• 
The Pennant Hills Auxiliary have just concluded another suc-

cessful year 's activities, having raised £100 by their efforts, which 
was augmented by a legacy left by one or their late members, 
Miss Bellamy. They now have 38 members, and hope to do even 
greater things in their new year. Thank you, Pennant Hills. 

• 
We are grateful to Mr. Cashman, of Waitara, for the splendid 

evening he recently gave in his own home* in the interests of 
B.C.A. Mr. Greenwood was able to attend and show his pictures 
of the work. Such informal gatherings do much to widen the field 
of interest in our work and help us to make new friends. Thank 
you, Mr. and Mrs. Cashman. UL 

The response to the Organising Missioner's Appeal for the 
North-West, by the people of Holy Trinity, Adelaide, and those 
who listened to the broadcast service was overwhelming. In the 
course of the following week £500 was sent to the O.M., together 
wi th a large number of kindly letters. 

• 
The Organising Missioner was grateful to the Rev. G. Delbridge 

for his generosity in giving this, his last broadcast service before 
leaving for Sydney, for this purpose. 

Our thanks go to the Bishop of Armidale for the opportunity 
given to the O.M. to present the needs of the North-West to the 
members of the Armidale Synod. Already some substantial gifts 
have been sent to the office as a result, and we are encouraged by 
the interest thus shown. 
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BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY 

©npirs fur 

frapr attit frato 

You may like to remove this prayer folder and keep it in your Bible. 



10 The Real Australian June, 1957, June , 1957. The Real Australian 11 

YOUR DAILY REMEMBRANCE 

1. The Rev. J. and Mrs. Stockdale and the Wilcannia Mission, 
N.S.W. 

2. The Rev. W. and Mrs. Warburton and the Tarraleah Mission, 
Tasmania. 

3. Mr. L. and Mrs. Calder and the boys of the Broken Hill Hostel, 
N.S.W. 

Sister I. Gwynne and the work of the Dispensary at Cann River, 
Victoria. 

4. The Rev. T. and Mrs. Morgan and the Beech Forest Mission, 
Victoria. 

5. The Rev. L. Luck and the Croajingalong Mission, Victoria. 

6. The Rev. G. and Mrs. Fuhrmeister and the Quorn Mission, S.A. 

7. The Rev. I. and Mrs. Booth and the Orroroo Mission, S.A. 

8. Miss G. Banks, Miss D. Duver and the girls in Port Lincoln 
Hostel, S.A. 

9. Miss R. Campbell and all her helpers and scholars in the 
M.B.S.S. 

10. The Rev. A. and Mrs. Pugh and the Frankl in Harbour Mission, 
S.A. 

11. Mr. Bill Bedford and the patients he carries by air. 
The Staff and patients in the Wudinna Hospital, S.A. 

12. The Rev. A. and Mrs. Williams and the Minnipa Mission, S.A. 

13. The Rev. J. and Mrs. Smith and the parish of Streaky Bay, S.A. 

14. Mr. Brian Richards and the work at the Ceduna Pharmacy, S.A. 
Miss Jean Coulter and the Radio Schoolchildren. 

15. Mr. A. and Mrs. McLaughlin and the girls at Bowral Hostel, 
N.S.W. 

16. Miss M. Far r and the girls at Mungindi Hostel, N.S.W. 

17. Mr. G. and Mrs. Cameron and the staff at the Radio Base, 
Ceduna, S.A. 

18. Mr. A. and Mrs. Chadwick, Mr. M. and Mrs. Job, and the 
Flying Medical Services, S.A. 

19. The Matron and Staff at Ceduna Hospital, S.A. 

20. Dr. C. and Mrs. Blower, Dr. M. Mueller and all medical services 
and patients. 

21. The Staff and Hospital Services at Cook, S.A. 

22. The Rawlinna Nursing Home and Sister- in-Charge, W.A. 

23. Mr. S. and Mrs. Colefax and the boys at the Mungindi Hostel, 
N.S.W. 

24. The Rev. C. and Mrs. Rich and the Murchison Mission, W.A. 

25. The Rev. D. and Mrs. Douglass and the Port Hedland Mission, 
W.A. 

26. The Staff and Hospital Services at Penong, S.A. 

27. The Rev. T. V. and Mrs. Jones, the Rev. R. Brooks and the 
Ceduna Mission, S.A. 

28. The Rev. A. and Mrs. Gerlach and the Rappville Mission, N.S.W. 

29. All s tudents in training for outback ministries. 
The Rev. E. Beavan, the Victorian Committee and office staff. 

30. Canon T. Jones, the Rev. J. Greenwood, the office staff at 
Headquarters and the Council of the Society. 

Thanksgiving:— 
For the continued growth of the work of the Society. 

For the increase in support through prayer and giving. 

For the devotion and service of those who work in the many 
activities of B.C.A. 

For the work of Auxiliaries. 
For opportunities of service in new and old fields. 

PRAY FOR B.C.A. 

SERVE IN B.C.A, 

GIVE TO B.C.A. 
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firmer anb Praise 
For the Society. 

O Lord God of our nation, Who hast commanded men to subdue 
and replenish the earth: Look in Thy love upon all who in distant parts 
of our land are striving against many difficulties, and are deprived the 
access of the means of grace. Strengthen and guide the Bush Church Aid 
Society and ail members of the staff. Cheer and comfort them in dis-
couragement and loneliness, bless their ministrations to the good of those 
they serve, and grant that the message of redeeming love may thus be 
rooted and grounded in our national life, to the glory of Thy Great Name 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Nurses and Doctors. 
O God, Who didst choose a beloved physician to set forth the life 

of Him Who went about doing good, grant that Thy strong tenderness 
and compassion may be manifest in the work of country doctors and bush 
nurses. Make them at all times alert to be faithful, as those whom Thou 
hast burdened and inspired with the honour of their calling. In lonely 
emergencies strengthen them with confidence that, having done all they can, 
they may with good conscience leave the issue to Thy power working 
within Thy law. Make them resourceful and of sound judgment, and 
hearten their labours with the energy of compassion and the firmness of 
duty that conquers weariness. Through Him Whose power is called 
forth by suffering. Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For Church Life in Country Districts. 
O Lord, Who art present when two or three are gathered together 

in Thy Name, bless, we beseech Thee, the little far-scattered groups of 
brethren who in our wide land meet together to worship Thee. Give 
them a perpetual freshness of spirit, and the power to inspire in each 
other holiness, helpfulness, and understanding of Thy help. Refresh with 
the joy of enthusiasm those who endure weary journeys to Thy trysting 
place. Grant that these little companies of Thy servants may be united 
in the spirit of Christian charity, awaiting in love the time when there 
*hall be one fold and one Shepherd. Grant that the common life of all 
communities may be purified by this spirit of charity from all meanness, 
falsehood, malice and idle gossip, and grant that they who share a common 
lot may draw strength from each other's virtues, and in their weakness 
help one another, through our one Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Praise. 
For the Blessings vouchsafed to the Society, for all kindly givers, 

for the joy of service. 
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POST AND RAILS (Continued). 
The Society records with regret the death of Miss Doreen 

Foster, of Willoughby. Miss Foster's interest in B.C.A. was amply 
shown in her devotion to the Mail Bag Sunday School work. The 
Hon. Clerical Secretary ministered to her during her illness and 
officiated at the funeral service. 

* 
We extend our best wishes to Miss Edith Lawrence, who with 

Miss Ruth Close looks after the headquarters office, on her recent 
engagement to Mr. Charles Bunting. 

Our best wishes for a happy and fruitful ministry are ex -
tended to the Rev. L. Shilton, who has succeeded the Rev. G. 
Delbridge as rector of Holy Trinity, Adelaide. Mr. Shilton has 
already informed us that there will always be a ready and warm 
welcome from himself and his wife for B.C.A. and any of its 
workers when in Adelaide. Holy Trinity has a long association 
with B.C.A., and it is good to know that the new rector and his 
wife wish to continue it. 

Help from Home 
We are glad to announce that we have received news from 

Canon Gilbert Williams that the Colonial and Continental Church 
Society has approved a grant of £1,000 sterling towards the expenses 
of the new B.C.A. work in the Diocese of the North-West . 

The Col. and Con. is the parent society of the B.C.A. Long 
years ago the Col. and Con. functioned in Australia through a 
Corresponding Committee composed of such men as Bishop Pain, 
Archdeacon Langley, Bishop G. A. Chambers, Mr. T. S. Holt and 
others prominent in the life of the Australian Church. Many 
monetary grants were given to Australian Dioceses by Col. and 
Con. on the advice of this committee, and clergy were recruited 
and sent out to outback and country dioceses. 

It was this committee that, in 1919, created the Bush Church 
Aid Society and so formed an Australian organisation for A u s -
tral ian needs. 

Nevertheless, over the intervening years the Col. and Con. has 
publicised our cause in England, sent us finance and encouraged 
workers to come out and join us. 

When we commenced our Flying Medical Service the parent 
society joined in the venture with a grant of £1,000 for the purchase 
of our first medical aeroplane. At the time of the purchase of the 
Por t Lincoln Hostel to mark the Silver Jubilee of B.C.A., Col. and 
Con. again joined with us by another grant of £1,000. From time 
to time they have entered into many pieces of B.C.A. work. 

We are part icularly happy that the old Society, founded 140 
years ago, has joined with us in this new and important task of 
rehabili tating the church in the great areas of the Diocese of the 
North-West . 
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Mr. and Mrs. Calder, of 

Broken Hill Hostel. 

The Annual Fair 
The big effort of the Central Women's Auxiliary is the Annual 

Fair in the Chapter House of St. Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney. 
Each year it grows in size and attractiveness. You may r e -

member that last year one of the newspapers reported that the 
Chapter House had never looked so attractive as it did for our 
women's effort. 

With the necessity of raising such a large sum for the work 
in the North-West it is imperative that every effort be made to 
keep up general income so that none of the services that have 
been so long established will suffer. Therefore we hope that this 
year's Fair will be an outstanding success. 

You can help to make it so by sending into the office some 
suitable gift for sale, by making sweets or cakes for the respective 
stalls or by gifts of fruit or vegetables. 

Above all, you can come to the Fair yourself, and if possible 
bring one of your neighbours. The date is July 26th, and the 
opening is timed for 11 a.m. 

The Rev. J . Greenwood will be showing his pictures during the 
afternoon in the " theatret te" on the dais. Lunch and afternoon 
tea will be available, and there will be many good and useful 
articles for sale. Do come and bring a friend with you. 

The Reverend I. Booth 

and one of his congrega-

tions (Orroroo Mission). 
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Report from the North-west 
The following is taken from a report by the Rev. C. W. Rich 

to the Organising Missioner:— 
All things have gone well, and I have been happily received in 

each centre. I send you some of the impressions I have gained in 
the very limited time I have been here. 

MOUNT MAGNET seems to me the best of the towns I have 
seen. The shops and houses are of a good standard, and the town 
is comparable with most country towns. The church, All Souls, 
would easily seat 60 people. The building is only in "fair" con-
dition. Much of the woodwork needs attention. Unfortunately, like 
most country towns, there are not many tradesmen in the place. 

I have started Sunday School for our own children and propose 
holding services here on the second and fourth Sundays of the 
month. 

Cue. As you know, this is an old mining town whose glories 
are mostly behind it. The church is no more, and the old rectory, 
used for services, is in a bad condition, though some manual work 
here would pay dividends. I intend to have services here on 
alternate Wednesday nights, visiting the school in the afternoon. 

Meekatharra. Here we received the biggest rol l-up. There is a 
Sunday School of 60 children, chiefly due to the work of Miss 
Lorraine Sallur. 

The church is bigger and more solid in construction than that 
at Mount Magnet. I intend holding services here on the first and 
third Sundays of the month. 

Sandstone and Wiluna are small places, each with a few families 
and small numbers at the schools. I intend to go here regularly 
but at longer intervals than the larger centres. 

Stations are many and large, and it will take time for me to 
get around them and make myself known. 

My general impression is that there is a ready acceptance of 
myself and ministry by those whom I have met. My main problem 
will be to try and maintain some regular contact with the stations. 
This will involve a lot of travelling. Pray for us. 

A Word About the Broadcasts 
One of the most useful and valuable means we have of telling 

, our story is by means of the various broadcasting sessions we have 
on various stations. 

That from 2GB has been operating continuously for nearly 17 
years, and is now known as the Bush Padre 's Session. The others 
have operated for various lengths of time. 

They have brought us many friends, and never a week goes by 
without requests coming in for one of our Bark Hut collecting 
boxes as a result. 

On another page of this paper you will find, each issue, the 
times and stations of the broadcasts. Cut out the little notice and 
place it on your "wireless". By listening to the sessions you are 
kept informed of the progress of the work; you can introduce your 
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friends and neighbours to the broadcast and so, we hope, make 
B.C.A. friends of them. 

We are so often told, "What a pity more people do not know 
of the excellent work B.C.A. does." We entirely agree, and by all 
the means we can use we do t ry to tell everyone. However, the 
success of much of our publicity depends upon our friends telling 
others. 

Therefore, tell as many as possible about the B.C.A. broadcasts, 

Getting to Port Healand 
The following is par t of a letter Mrs. Douglass has sent her 

friends. The Editor feels that readers of this paper will appreciate 
it just as she wrote it. 

We're here—AT LAST—and I'm thrilled with everything. I'll 
describe Hedland later, but first, the trip!!! 

After waiting 1J hours at the hospital last Monday, I managed 
to see the doctor, who said Judi th had recovered remarkably well 
and could leave that day, and was quite fit for a four-day car trip. 
Don (with Ian's help!) packed the car—we had a tremendous 
amount of stuff—far too much—and we picked Judi th up at 3 p.m. 
and set out to a friend's to fill up the water bags and make 
Judith 's bottles, etc. We finally left Per th at 5 p.m. There wasn't 
a spare square inch anywhere in the van—in fact we had over-
loaded, as we found to our sorrow when we met the roads of the 
real outback. The luggage rack on top had parts of a pack safe cot 
completely enclosed with gauze netting, a case of clothes, three 
drawers full of t inned foods and wood for the chest of drawers on 
it wrapped in a tarpaulin, and inside the van—apart from Ian and 
Judith, who were on top of the cot mattress, blankets, pillows, etc.— 
we had stretchers, two chairs, table, stroller, stool, four gallons of 
petrol, 13 gallons of water—MOST necessary—and our cases of 
clothing. In front with us was a hat box and odds and ends—the 
string bag things! 

We did 92 miles the first day and pitched camp at about 8 p.m. 
Our camp was simply a tarp . tied to the top of the van and pegged 
to the ground for our two stretchers to fit under—Ian slept in the 
front and Judi th in the back of the van. We were amazed at the 
lack of habitation so soon after leaving Perth. I had said we'd 
buy some fresh bread and butter, eggs, etc., at a roadside store 
that evening, but there was not one. 

On Tuesday morning we were forced to set out early by rain— 
at 4 a.m. it started and never have two people dressed more quickly 
than we did—it was cold, and the countryside was white and very 
flat. Because of the rain, we decided to come here via the inland 
route instead of the coastal. I must say our decision was influenced 
bv the fact that we'd see Bill and Joan Rich at Mt. Magnet too. 
This meant retracing about five miles to the cross roads. The road 
past Wubin was pret ty grim, very heavily corrugated. Ian said. 
"This road has all been used up. They'll have to make another 
one, won't they, Mummy?" "How true! 

The next town after Wubin is Payne's Find. We set out for 
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this, 98 miles away, with enthusiasm because we still hadn' t found 
our roadside store for perishables. The road could be seen for 
many miles—straight ahead—not a house anywhere. The country-
side was very flat, reasonably green, but only a very few, very 
small gum trees. It was raining and quite cold in the morning, 
but we shed our jumpers well and t ruly by 1 p.m., when we 
reached Payne 's Find—we have not put them on since. Our little 
towny son said once when we stopped, "No cars coming. All 
the cars have gone home." A lonely road. Now what did we find 
at Payne's? One store cum pub (just like a b a r n ) . Two aborigines 
drinking in the pub and the store shut. It only opened between 
10 and 12. We had lemonades and off to our tinned lunch—still no 
bread, etc. We had camp pie and peas, and as it was Don's bir thday 
we opened two tins of Heinz baby food egg custard and two of 
apples (baby)—a jolly good bir thday dessert. 

The scenery to Mt. Magnet has to be seen to be believed. Mile 
after mile of nothing but colourless mulga shrubs, stoney red soil 
in which nothing, not even weeds, could grow, and flatness. This 
certainly is a hard, tough country inland. The only things we saw 
on the road were countless beer bottles and blown tyres. Two 
trucks had been abandoned—they didn't make it, and at one stage 
we thought we wouldn't , as our luggage rattled across the cor-
rugations. 

Mt. Magnet is a big township—quite a few good shops, but 
very flat and far from beautiful. It was great to see the Rich family. 
We talked till late into the night. Joan had arrived about 10 days 
before, and was settled into their temporary accommodation at 
the C.W.A. rooms. We had much-needed washes, but they have 
to visit someone for their baths, so we did without. Bill says that 
the Hill 50 gold mine is flourishing now—he and Joan seem to have 
got to know a lot of folk, and are most enthusiastic about the 
work. They have plans for a very nice rectory, which I hope won't 
be long being built. 

Again an early start on Wednesday. Needless to say, Don got 
me up! We had done nearly 100 miles by 8.30, when our worst 
fears were realised. The luggage rack had slipped—we had lost 
the clamps on the Payne's Find corrugations, and the rope didn't 
hold. It took 2\ hours to repack everything, putting lighter things 
on top. 

On wTe went through dry, colourless, barren country to Meeka-
Iharra, where one of Bill's parishioners, the local chemist ( in-
cidentally, the only one for 700 miles) had arranged for us to use 
the C.W.A. rooms for lunch. She also filled our ice chest with 
fresh ice and our water bags with good water. Don went and 
bought some fruit — a luxury — while I washed the children. 
Don came back jubilant—he had found a carrier who, in eight 
days, would be driving to Marble Bar, and would take our load on 
top—carrier and all. It was not till we were on the road that I 
realised what I would have to manage without for the next fort-
night. My case had nearly all the children's clothes in it! 

Our next stretch was 242 miles without one place on the road— 
to Mundiwindi. It was hot and we were filthy. By now we had all 
become redheads, as our washing water was decidedly limited.. 
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About five miles out of Meekatharra we gave a stranded truck two 
gallons of our extra petrol. The road through here was much bet-
ter but the driving was heavy, as we'd suddenly meet very 
treacherous, sandy patches or an odd pot hole. At one stage we 
landed behind a truck. We only saw about three on the whole 
stretch—and were completely blinded by the dust. Our horn had 
stuck in Per th (very embarrassing in a van with "BUSH CHURCH 
AID SOCIETY — P O R T HEDLAND — CHURCH OF ENGLAND" 
printed in big black letters on each side), and Don had discon-
nected it, so we couldn't let the truck driver know we were behind 
him to pass him. We travelled for about five miles in his dirt 
before an opportunity came to pass. 

Again we stopped at five o'clock to pitch camp—it was quite 
da rk by six, and we had hard work getting beds made, children 
washed and fed and our tea cooked in the hour. Our camp was 
in a lovely spot—a tree, yes, no grass—but a windmill just behind. 
Our 5 a.m. breakfast with the camp fire delighted Ian and indeed 
the early dawn and sunrise were very beautiful. 

It was during Thursday morning that we met our first spinifex 
—the grass of the North-West . The countryside improved out of 
sight—there had obviously been some rain, and it was quite hilly. 
We saw numbers of kangaroos in their natural surroundings, and 
one beautiful emu ran for quite a distance up the road in front of 
us . The road was good—in spite of its name, "Madman's Track"— 
but we had to watch out for ant hills standing quite high, and sheep 
and kangaroos that would suddenly appear. 

At Mundiwindi, after 242 miles, a very lonely isolated post 
office, we filled up with petrol and drinking water, and found a 
well for washing water. Our lunch nearby was pret ty awful—the 
tins were good but the flies and heat were not. 

Our last camp was about 15 miles past Roy Hills, the first 
property in our parish—only 261 miles from the Rectory. The 
countryside is outstandingly beautiful—fairly green with trees, 
shrubs and spinifex, and undulating, with high red hills—blue in 
the distance. The birds and kangaroos continued to fascinate us as 
we drove along the narrow, winding roads of our own district. 

Nullagine—a store, pub and three or four houses—gave us an 
opportunity to buy a few fresh pears and a tin of fruit salad for 
lunch. The high, red, rocky mountains completely devoid of 
greenery amazed us. We crossed hundreds of creeks and rivers on 
the trip, and only once did we see any water. Our lunch spot was 
in Coongan Gorge. We thought that sounded cool—we were wrong. 
This is just past Marble Bar. There was a tree but very little 
shade; it was too hot for the flies—one blessing anyway. Soon 
after lunch we saw a road sign PORT HEDLAND—only 90-odd 
miles. Marble Bar seemed almost like a suburb! 

At 3.10 we arrived—past the aerodrome, through the town to 
our home. The tr ip had been a wonderful experience—I'm very 
glad I drove up. Once or twice I said, "I'm not really the pioneer 
type." It was so hot and dirty, but I've seen some magnificent 
country. It was well worth the dust, heat and hard work. Once, 
anyway! 
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Mr. Ohlson, from whom B.C.A. are buying the house, had not 
moved out completely when we arrived—he needed another couple 
of hours, so Dr. and Mrs. Willington, with whom Don had been 
staying, let us clean up there, and had us to tea and we "moved 
in" at about 8 p.m., having first—in a half-dead state—visited the 
Dempsters, the Church Secretary and the Methodist Missioner. 

Our house is perfect. It is built for the climate—it NEEDS 
to be!!—most tastefully painted, green and cream, with a top of 
red—but, best of all, has a lovely made-up garden—lawns, trees 
and shrubs and flowers. Our neighbours say it is the best garden 
in Port Hedland and is in the best position—right on the water 
with a. really beautiful view of the inlet, with sands and low green 
hills on the" other side of the sea. As we sit on our cane chairs 
(they were air-freighted, so have arrived) on our verandah, we 
enjoy the beauty and colour of the sunsets. All ships, when and 
if they arrive, pass our house—a very vital interest to all—food, 
supplies, etc. 

It is hard to describe the house. I didn't visualise anything as 
lovely as this by Don's description. It has two huge verandahs with 
big shutters giving shade (these are only shut for cyclones). The 
kitchen and bathroom are each end of the "living verandah"— 
kitchen has a stainless steel sink, fuel and kero stove, fridge and 
good deep green lino. All the rest of the floors are painted cement. 
The bathroom and front verandah are not finished yet—another 
job for Don. There are only three small rooms—really plenty, as 
everything (beds, dining table, chairs, etc.) is on the verandah. 
The laundry has a fuel copper and there is a beaut, rotary clothes 
line. 

It is still very, very HOT—and humid. I have had at least 
three cold showers every day; it must have been ghastly before the 
water was laid on. I can't imagine what summer must be like— 
this is hot ter than Sydney's summer. The children don't seem to 
mind, and I have adjusted myself to early rising so tha t most of 
the work is done before it is too hot. We need to drink cool drinks 
and tea all day and spend hours in the evening watering the garden 
— golly, our excess water will be terrific. 

So far I haven' t met many folk. I will be doing so on Wednesday 
at Mrs. Smith-Ryan 's house. The township itself has about five 
shops. Every shop sells everything from a tooth brush to a r e -
frigerator, with food thrown in! There is a very big half-caste 
population, some very, very black and good looking. At Don's 
7.30 a.m. H.C. service yesterday there were nine, and at E.P. 10. 
Mrs. Smith-Ryan has organised a great little Sunday School, and 
there were 17 there. Unfortunately, owing to i l l-health and family 
ties, she will not be able to do as much this year, so I will help 
with the Sunday School (Judi th can sit in he r s trol ler) . 

On Fr iday Don leaves for one of his Parish tours. His p ro -
gramme means 10 days away every month—woe is me. 

Do pray for our Christian witness here. The town has survived 
so long without church that it doesn't enter into their thinking at 
all. We must find some way of presenting the Love of God in 
Christ to them—their need is just as great as ours. 


